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Runway Incursions— Rich Graham
Collin County Community College
7:30 PM, Pike Hall

Collin County Community College, McKinney, Texas

Runway Incursions

| ’I ave you ever been chewed out by ground control or
tower for not complying with their instruc-
tions? Have you ever used the pilot's four favorite words,
"Was that for us?™ At the April 10th meeting Rich Graham
will try to keep you out of trouble with ATC with a quick
review of runway incursions. Rich is a member of the FAA
FAAST team and will give you some of his flying experiences
of *close calls™ and what went wrong in the cockpit.




Young Eagles Coordinator April’s Annual EAA 1246 Fish
Garry Ackerman Fry!ll

Garry has volunteered to be our chapter Young Eagles This years annual Fish Fry will be held on
Coordinator!!

April 19, 2008

At Collin County Regional Airport

Pete Huff has graciously donated the use of his hanger at the
MHOA hanger area.

Gary Ackerman and crew has also volunteered to cook this
year!

Help spread the word and tell all your flying buddies to
come participate in our annual Fly In!
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We will be hosting a

-
“Young Eagles Day” \
at TKlon April 26, 2008.

We need pilots and planes for this event.

If you would like to volunteer your plane, or help with the
event, call Garry at 972-867-8712. or contact him by email
garry_ackerman@raytheon.com

he fascination of flight can't be expressed with words. But
it really lies beyond the capabilities of human endeavor.
Once you've experienced it, you'll never be able to forget it.

— Friedrich Oblessor, 127 victories WWII.



An Introduction to Kits

By Tony Bingelis

No sooner does a flashy new design taxi onto the Osh-
kosh tarmac than eager would-be builders descend on it
with checks and credit cards clutched in their hot hands,
desperately striving to be the first kid on their block
with the plans and kit for the virgin design.

The attraction and the desire to possess such a sleek
airplane is understandable. However, while an experi-
enced builder with high time pilot skills could con-
ceivably cope with the frustrations of building and fly-
ing a relatively unproven new design, such a calculated
risk is not for the first-time builder or the low time pi-
lot. A first-time builder should shy away from such
temptations until a new design has been flying - and on
the market - for three years.

Actually, until two or three homebuilders have com-
pleted and flown copies of the new aircraft, it should be
looked on as an unproven design still undergoing devel-
opment.

The evolution of a new design and the production of
good kits for the same can, and often does, take several
years.

The earlier builders are almost always certain to be
subjected to numerous plans changes and corrections or
modifications, as well as delays in receiving promised
kit deliveries - frustrations most builders would rather
not endure, I'm sure.

BUYER BEWARE

Over the years, unfortunately, there have been promis-

ing designs which, after a big propaganda splash, disap-
peared from the scene, quite often with sizable amounts
of money put up by eager, trusting, would-be builders.

Then there were those designers (companies) who actu-
ally began to provide kits and services, only to fail and

close their shop, leaving their builders high and dry and
with no source for obtaining the necessary parts to
complete their projects. Needless to say, too many
builders have suffered lost deposits in the process.

And, we have seen kit manufacturers go bankrupt in the
classical style so prevalent today, filing for protection
under Chapter 11. Inevitably, it seems, it is always the
eager, trusting, would-be builder who suffers.

Sometimes these unfortunate circumstances will occur
even after we have done our best to investigate before
buying. So, what can we do to help reduce our vulner-
ability? Here are some suggestions:

1. Don't aspire to be among the first to build a new design.
Wait until after three years have passed and other builders have
flown and reported their experiences.

2. Check with other builders to determine the reliability of the
company selling the kits . . . are the plans and kits worth the
price?

3. How is the builder support? Can you get help when you
need it?

4. Try to do business with an older established company, if
possible.

5. Purchase the entire kit at one time, if you can. Even an older
company can go out of business and leave you without essential
component parts to finish your project. This also affords you
protection against unexpected price increases.

6. Be leery of putting up a large deposit, regardless of the
promises offered. Promised kit delivery dates have a way of slip-

ping.
BEFORE YOU BUY THEKIT ...

If you are absolutely, positively sure that you MUST
build that airplane-go ahead and purchase the plans
first . . . before you order any Kits.

If, on the other hand, you still have some minor reser-
vations, arrange to review the plans that some other
area builders might already have. This would be an
excellent way to become familiar with the basic con-
struction and complexity of the design before you ex-
pend any of your own heavy cash. Such a plans review
will also give you a pretty good idea of which parts you
could easily construct and which you would rather pur-
chase in the form of prefabricated kits . . . provided, of
course, that the kit sellers will permit purchasing indi-
vidual components and kits.

Building from Kits is very nice and is especially recom-
mended for first-time builders. It is, however, a more
expensive way to build an airplane. Naturally, the
greater the number of Kits, the greater the total cost will
be. You can, of course, substitute labor for kits but only



to a certain degree because you would still have to pur-
chase the correct raw materials. Unfortunately, small
quantities are often difficult to buy and are proportion-
ately more expensive.

| find that many builders (make that most builders) do
not have a good grasp on the projected cost for their
project. Maybe they would rather not know.

Anyway, you should be aware that the most complete
kit sold will ordinarily require additional purchases to
complete the aircraft. For example, the advertising usu-
ally states that everything is furnished but the engine,
propeller, instruments and avionics. Those "few" unfur-
nished items can easily equal or exceed the total cost of
the complete kit plane.

Since almost nobody provides an upholstery kit, and

certainly nobody provides a paint kit, that should be
indicative that there must be dozens of other "small
items" not provided-like electrical parts, sandpaper,
engine compartment components, battery, etc., etc. Be
realistic and double that complete kit price to get a bet-
ter idea of the total projected cost for your project.

Well, presuming you have read this far and you are
convinced that ordering the complete kit is the way to
go - are there any surprises forthcoming because of
that? Maybe not surprises, but there will be quite a bit
to do before you will be ready to begin your construc-
tion.

SHIPPING AND DELIVERY

Shipping costs are high, very high, and when added to
the crating charges, will amount to several hundred
dollars for a complete airplane kit.

Because of the high shipping costs you might find it

attractive to pick up your own kit and save the shipping
costs. This is quite feasible if you live within 500 miles
of the supply source. Furthermore, you would have the

opportunity to meet the people you will be dealing with
during the construction of your project. | would advise,
however, that you call in advance and make arrange-
ments for such a pick-up so that they can get your kit
together and ready for you.

When you see that big truck pull up to your driveway
with several huge heavy crates to be unloaded, you
might question your wisdom in ordering the complete
kit at one time.

Where in the world can you put all that stuff and still
save some space for building the plane? Don't panic.
First things first.

Before you accept the delivery, check the crates over
carefully to see that there is no obvious external dam-
age. If any damage is found, note the same on the deliv-
ery sheet and point it out to the driver. The carrier is
ordinarily considered liable for such damages. If no
external damage to the crates is apparent, but later dur-
ing your inventory, some of the contents are found to
be damaged or unsatisfactory, the kit supplier is the one
who would be expected to make good the necessary
adjustments.

UNPACK AND INVENTORY ASAP

Physically inventory the contents of the crates as soon
as possible to verify that the parts received tally with
the check list of the parts shipped. Ordinarily, you will
be allowed a reasonable period of time within which
you must report shortages or damages.

If you thought your garage or shop was crowded with
the crated Kits, wait until you open them and begin to
inventory everything.

Most of the parts will be individually wrapped in pack-
ing materials or crumpled newspapers which will create
large piles of trash.

Be very careful to toss the discarded packing off to one
side - far from the stacks of goodies that you intend to
build your airplane with. Don't accidentally throw a kit
part out with the trash. Double check.

Ordinarily the kit parts will be marked, or otherwise
identified, and can be easily and quickly checked off.
Some parts, particularly aluminum angles, tubing
lengths and pieces of sheet steel, are not always marked
and could give you some difficulty in matching them
against the inventory list.

That means, usually, that you will have to refer to the
plans and try to identify the items that way. Although
this can be annoying, it is not as bad a situation as you
might believe. After all, it is one sure way of becoming
more familiar with the construction details.

Small hardware items, such as nuts, bolts, washers,
rivets and the like, will be found packed in small indi-



vidual paper or clear plastic envelopes. The clear plastic
envelopes are better because you can see what is in
each little bag without tearing it open.

I would recommend that you acquire a couple of 60-
drawer plastic storage cabinets (K-Mart, etc.) and
empty the contents of each envelope into its own indi-
vidual drawer. Use a SHARPIE extra fine point pen and
mark the contents as identified on its envelope. Self-
adhesive labels cut to fit are excellent for this purpose.

You won't fully appreciate the convenience and ready
access this arrangement provides until you have actu-
ally started construction. For example, in working on a
particular assembly you can simply pull the appropriate
drawer and take it to your work area. When you are
finished, return the drawer to its proper place in the
cabinet and you won't have a lot of spilled rivets (or
whatever) all over the place to recover.

COPING WITH THE KIT PARTS

The most important thing you can do before you begin
construction is to take time to protect all the parts from
corrosion and/or damage. You should also safeguard
and store all those valuable parts that you don't immedi-
ately need, someplace where you can later find them.

Steel parts: You can assume that your project will take
two or more years to complete. In this period of time,
steel parts and welded components will certainly rust
unless they are already cadmium plated or otherwise
protected.

Steel parts that are unprotected should, at least, be
coated heavily with oil or sprayed with WD40. Even
better, clean and prime the parts with zinc chromate
primer or a primer of your choice. Wrap them in clear
plastic and store them all together, away from your
work area in a place where they can be inspected occa-
sionally.

Fiberglass Parts: Fiberglass components are fragile,
especially while they are in an uninstalled state. Store
these fiberglass parts some place at room temperature
(not in a Texas attic), out of harms way.

You could, for example, construct a large storage shelf
(about 4' x 8") for this purpose in one corner of your
shop where it will not take up valuable floor space. It
need not be a massive structure as the fiberglass parts
are light. Why not use some of that wood and plywood
salvaged from the shipping crate?

Actually, storing the fiberglass parts for several months
can be beneficial because newly made fiberglass parts,
particularly polyester parts, will continue to shrink
somewhat for a period of time. Later, when you do in-
stall them, they will have stabilized dimensionally and
your fairings, for one, will not shrink after installation
and pucker up like some you see so often on factory
jobs.

If a fiberglass part warps while in storage, it can usually
be softened somewhat with a heat lamp and gently re-
contoured.

Aluminum Sheet: Aluminum skins will be found
packed with a sheet of paper on each side to protect
them from scratches. While this protects them from
becoming scratched, it also introduces the risk of corro-
sion. Paper is very sensitive to humidity changes and
will absorb considerable moisture when the humidity is
high. Needless to say, over a period of time, your nice
shiny aluminum could begin to corrode in the presence
of the moist paper sheet in contact with it. Yes, this can
affect Alclad sheets also.

To guard against corrosion, you could spray each metal
sheet with WDA40 to enhance its resistance to corrosion.

Finally, try to recapture as much workspace as you can
by carefully disassembling all the emptied crates but
one. Remember, you paid good money for those crates,
so pull out all the nails and staples and save the wood
and plywood sheets for use in constructing jigs, or for
other purposes as the need arises. Save one crate and
put all the extra kit materials in it for their protection.
Install the top plywood cover on the crate and you will
have a handy work surface. Even though it might take
up more space than you like, you won't be needing too
much at first, anyway.

By having the entire kit at your disposal, you will enjoy
considerable construction flexibility and be able to
work on any part of the project that suits your whim.
This is especially important when you become bored
with one particular component. Switching to working
on something else can do much to eliminate the "burn-
out" that often afflicts builders when progress seems to
have slowed or stopped.

Anxious to get started?



April Meeting Time Change!

Please take note that the TIME for Aprils General meeting
has been changed to

7:30 PM

Due to a scheduling conflict with the college this month.

he airplane is just a bunch of sticks and wires and cloth, a
tool for learning about the sky and about what kind of per-
son | am, when | fly.

An airplane stands for freedom, for joy, for the power to under-
stand, and to demonstrate that understanding. Those things aren't
destructable.

— Richard Bach, 'Nothing by Chance,’ 1963

he modern airplane creates a new geographical dimension.

A navigable ocean of air blankets the whole surface of the
globe. There are no distant places any longer: the world is small
and the world is one.

— Wendell Willkie

AGENDA
EAA Chapter 1246
Officers Meeting
March 19, 2008
7:30pm

1. Fish Fry on April 19

2. Meeting Room

3. Future Speakers
a. Cavanaugh— Doug Jeanes
b. Dr. Kramer
¢. Rich Graham

4, Status of Finances
a. dues notice

5. Reimbursements

6. Display Case

7. Aero Country Fuel Discount
8. Newsletter
9. Other

he air up there in the clouds is very pure and fine, bracing
and delicious. And why shouldn't it be? —it is the same the
angels breathe.

— Mark Twain, ‘Roughing It,”, 1886
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FLIGHT SURGEON
AEROSPACE AND INTERNAL MEDICINE
BOARD CERTIFIED - A.B.I.M.

Federal Aviation Administration
Senior Aviation Medical Examiner - Class 1, 2, or 3
ATP Rated Pilot MEL, SEL, SES
We specialize in problem waivers, denied, and special issuance

FAA medicals
BY APPOINTMENT AVIATION MEDICAL CENTER
(972) 7319555 7589 PRESTON ROAD SUITE 750

FRISCO, TX 75034

Calgndar of Events

North Texas Flying Club

Garry Ackerman
972/867-8713

gack@dallas.net

McKinney Airport (TKI) www.ntxfc.com

Bill Powell
POWELL/SOUTHWEST AGENCY

Aircraft Insurance Broker
16015 Addison Rd.
Addison, TX 75001

Email: Bill@powellsouthwest.com

Tel 972-490-0919 Mobile 972-743-0680
Tel 877-900-7702 Fax 972-490-1612

»LUINER>

AVIATION

Mike Livezey
Operations Manager

1500 East Industrial Bivd., Ste 100 * McKinney, Texas 75069-7516
Phone (972) 562-5555 * Fax (972) 548-2313

miivezey@culteraviation.aero * www.cutteraviation.aero

(Items in Bold are Chapter 1246 events)

April 10 EAA 1246 General Meeting. 7:30 PM
Pike Hall, Collin Co. Community College.

Apr 16 EAA 1246 Officers Meeting. 7:30pm
Cutter Aviation, TKI. All members
Welcome!

Apr 19 EAA 1246 FISH FRY & Fly in. TKI

May 8 EAA 1246 General Meeting. 7:00pm

Pike Hall, Collin Co. Community College.

May 10 Corsicana AirSho Corsicana Muni (CRS)
830-230 Coyote Sqdrn CAF 10th Annual
WWII aircraft, Texas V-Tails, RC models
food, classic cars

May 10 EAA chapter 983 Spring Fly in
Pecan Plantation

May 15-17 Parade of Pistons Addison Tx, (ADS)
www.paradeofpistons.com

& Timothy Smith
‘V{%]E..LL{‘AEMS 972-679-0674

EALT Y email: timsmith@kw.com

Helping your Dreams take flight !

Member EAA 1246 - Ask about N9VW !

REALTOR®

M ; A Commercial Insummnce Brokemge Firm

“WHAT MAKES AN INSURANCE AGENT OR BROKER VALUABLE TO
YOU?...PRACTICE LESS TALKING, MORE LISTENING!™

A SHORT LIST OF RISK PLACEMENT PROGRAMS:

Office: 888 298-684 21
18352 Dallas Pkwy #136-202 Dallas, Texas 75287 www.M7corps.com
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New Member: or Renewal:
Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone: Wk () Hm ()
E-Mail Address:
* EAA Number: * Exp. Date:

Pilot/A&P Rating:

Notes/Comments/Projects:

Membership dues are $20 per year due Jan 1.
Make checks payable to EAA Chapter 1246.
Mail applications to:

Sue Cowan

2250 Purdue Dr.

Lucas, Tx 75002
* National EAA membership required.
National EAA Offices:

EAA Aviation Center

P.O.Box 3086

Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086

Chapter Officers:

Bob Rogers (President) 972-761-2280
President@EAA1246.0rg

James Redmon (Vice President)972-335-9474
VicePres@EAA1246.org

Russ Henson (Secretary) 972-335-0516
Secretary@EAA1246.0rg
Andy Cowan (Treasurer) 972-549-1030

Treasurer@EAA1246.0rg
Chapter Volunteers:
Timothy Smith (Newsltr) 972-679-0674
scooterpilot028@yahoo.com
Dick Stephens (Flight Advsr)  972-517-1647
Dave Bertram (Flight Advsr)  972-562-5967
Mike Pollock (Tech Cnslr) 972-530-8400
Ann Asberry (member Profile) 972-995-0372
Chuck Godber (Bulletin Bd) 972-491-6717
David Godber (Bulletin Bd) 903-532-3577
Jim Smith (Fly-Out Co- 214-906-7701
ordinator / webmaster)




