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Tail Wind Times 
12 4 6

                 Weather Factors You Weren't Taught 
                                              By Wayne Fink 
                               September 14, 7:00 PM,   Pike Hall,    
             Collin County Community College,  
                                McKinney,  Texas 

.W e a t h e r  F a c to r s  Y o u  W e r e n 't  T a u g h t  –  

A n d  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n .  B y  W a y n e  F in k

  

Aviation text books have not kept pace with improved 
weather knowledge and forecasting tools.  Much of 
what pilots are taught about weather is a summary 
based, in most cases, on a weather 
manual written over 30 years ago.  
This seminar fills in some of the 
blanks with weather facts and in-
sights not covered in most aviation 
weather sources.  New weather ter-
minology has evolved, but is still not 
mentioned in our texts and manuals, 
even though it appears in many of 
our weather sources.  Important lo-
cal weather factors are discussed as 
well.  Most of us have been sur-
prised by unforecast thunderstorms.  
This seminar gives you new tools to 
determine the possibility of bad 
weather, and helps to keep us from 
being surprised.   This presentation 
qualifies for the FAA  Proficient Pi-
lot Award ("Wings") as a safety 
seminar. 

Biographical Information

Mr. Fink holds commercial, single and multi-engine 
airplane certificates and is a CFI, CF-IA, and AGI .  
He is also an FAA Aviation Safety Counselor.   In 
the past 30 years he has logged over 3000 hours  
and owns a Beech Sundowner.  Mr. Fink has been a 
pilot for Angel Flight South Central for past 9 years 

and is currently 
the  treasurer and 
a member of the 
Board of Direc-
tors.  He is the 
aviation coordina-
tor and instructor 
for Collin County 
Community Col-
lege and a senior 
infrastructure en-
gineer for EDS 
and is a graduate 
of  UTA with a 
B.S.E.E.
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                   EAA1246 at Alliance Airshow

                                                               By George Jenista

 I am Staff Specialist at FAA Alliance Tower, 

Ft. Worth, Texas.  I am doing background research 

for the Alliance Airshow 2 006 .  This is R EAL L Y  

short notice as air shows go, I suppose, but our 

show is September 30/O ctober 1 st. Would your 

 chapter be interested in  bringing chapter/members' 

 aircraft for static display?  If you'd like to attend, 

contact the following: 

K aren E. J ohnson [our static display Focal]  

Alliance Programs - American Airlines 

E-mail:  karen.johnson@ aa.com

Phone:  8 1 7 -96 7 -91 5 3 

Fax:  8 1 7 -96 7 -07 6 3   

Christina Carey, Administrative Assistant 

Alliance Air Services 

Phone: 8 1 7 .8 90.1 000 

Fax:  8 1 7 .8 90.1 099 

Email: Christina.Carey@ hillwood.com

 George J enista 

 FAA Alliance ATCT 

 2 300 Alliance Blvd. 

 Ft. Worth, Texas 7 6 1 7 7  

 Tel: 8 1 7 -4 91 -6 1 2 7  

 Fax: 8 1 7 -4 91 -6 1 08  

NEW MHOA WIND SOCK 

    b y C h u c k R ob erts 

  I t was no-

ticed recently 

by the grand-

children of 

N i t a  a n d 

Wayne Wil-

liamson that 

the wind sock 

flying above 

the McK inney 

Hanger O wn-

ers Association 

(MHO A) hangers wasn’t the right color.  They told their 

grandmother that a wind sock is supposed to be “ O R ANGE”  

not weathered out white.  So being the conscientious grand-

mother she is, she set out to find where she could find and 

buy a wind sock the right color, “ O R ANGE” .  Well as it 

would have it Dave Seymour of MHO A had a new wind 

sock coming in the mail.  Nita insisted that she wanted to 

purchase the new wind sock on behalf of her grandchildren.  

We have Nita and her grandchildren to thank for the new 

and bright “ O R ANGE”  wind sock now flying above 

MHO A. 

Hicks (T67) to Close for Runway Repair

The Hicks Pilots Assn Board of Directors an-
nou nced that the ru nw ay  reconstru ction is sched-
u led to b eg in on S ep tem b er 1 1 th, 2 0 0 6 , that's a 
M onday  m orning , and is ex p ected to take u p  to 3 0  
day s.  N o takeoffs or landing s w ill b e p erm itted 
once the constru ction eq u ip m ent arriv es at the 
airp ort, not ev en from  the g rass!  W eather p erm it-
ting , w ork shou ld b e com p leted w ithin the 3 0  day  
p eriod. Please check N O TAM s if y ou 're p lanning  a 
flig ht to Hicks.

(Orange)

                           Great Breakfast  

  Banana Pecan Pancakes, Spiral Cut Glaz ed Ham 

 GA Terminal, K TPL , Temple, Draughon-Miller   Cen-

tral Texas R egional 

 5 th Saturdays, next 9/30/06  

  08 00 Breakfast starts      1 1 00 Program 

 Exxon Fuel Discount for Fly-Ins/Taxi-O uts 

 Best Pancakes in the Western Hemisphere 

  (J ust have not checked the Eastern yet) 

 Sponsored by: Bell County CAP Sqdn 

 FFI: L tCol R ayford  Brown,CFI,  

ltcrkbrown@ hot.rr.com:

mailto:ltcrkbrown@ hot.rr.com

 2 5 4 -7 1 8 -4 91 0 



 September 2006                               Volume 8  Issue 9    Page  3  

3  

Are Service Bulletins Mandatory ?  byTom Ferraro 

I recently read an article in “Aircraft Maintenance Tech-
nology”  that addressed a question that seems to come up 
often with airplane owners, pilots and mechanics. The 
title of the article was “Are Service Bulletins Manda-
tory?”   Due to space issues, I will try and recap the major 
points of this article for our chapter newsletter. 

As most airplane owners know, from time to time they 
receive a mailing from the various airplane manufacturers 
or component companies in the form of a Service Letter 
or Service Bulletin. In some cases they are highlighted as 
“Mandatory or Compliance Required”  or words to that 
effect. The debate begins with professional mechanics 
and aircraft owners all trying to agree as to whether or 
not these specific instructions really need to be complied 
with or not. 

So are Service Bulletins or Service Instructions manda-
tory?   It seems that the typical response from most me-
chanics would be “Yes, if they are referenced or incorpo-
rated into an FAA Airworthiness Directive (AD note).  
That’s exactly what I would have said too, until I read 
this article!  It seems that they may be mandatory in some 
cases even if they are not incorporated into an AD. This 
statement would seem to be contrary to everything we 
have ever heard concerning service bulletins. The logic 
explaining this statement goes like this. Mechanics are 
required to use the manufacturers maintenance manual or 
Instructions for Continued Airworthiness when perform-
ing maintenance. So, if that maintenance manual or ICA 
states that compliance with its Service Bulletins and Ser-
vice Instructions is mandatory, that would make them 
mandatory regardless of whether or not an AD is issued. 

For those of us that may want to continue to debate the 
details and further discuss what is really intended 
“between the lines” , it seems the NTSB has already 
weighed in on the topic. In a recent legal ruling, the 
NTSB concluded “While compliance with Service In-
structions or Service Bulletins may not be mandatory in 
the absence of an AD, a manufacturer may legitimately 
incorporate service publications into their manual by ref-
erence.”   This specific legal case referenced the Lycom-
ing overhaul manual as the document that published the 
requirements that all current and future SB’s, SI’s are an 
integral part of the overhaul manual. 

The bottom line!  SB’s and SI’s are mandatory SOME-
TIMES!!  The problem is that there is no consistency 
among aircraft and component manufacturers. Some of 
the newer companies will continue to insert these require-
ments into their Instructions for Continued Airworthiness 
manuals and procedures. 

                 Tool Daffy nitions 

What does this mean for us? Review all SB’s and SI’s. 
Determine if they should be complied with. Make sure you 
or your mechanic use the service manuals with the latest 
revisions for your airplane. The magazine article summa-
rized this quite nice. “ It boils down to common sense. Al-
ways follow the manufacturers instructions, whether in the 
form of maintenance manual, SB’s or SI’s. They are the 
experts. They know their products. They are liable for their 
products. Why would you choose to not follow their rec-
ommendations 

E-Z  OU T BOL T AND STU D EX TR ACTOR : A tool 
that snaps off in bolt holes and is ten times harder 
than any known drill bit. 

TIMING L IGHT: A stroboscopic instrument used to 
illuminate grease buildup.

Greetings All, 

 The weather is finally cooling off... it 
must mean that the chili cook-off is 
coming up soon!  Look for details 
from Patti Morris, our Chili Cook-off 
Event Coordinator a.k.a. Chap-
ter Treasurer. 

 Speaking of Chapter office positions, our nominating 
committee has presented a slate of officers to vote on in 
our October election. The nominees are: 

 Bob Rogers - President 

James Redmon - Vice President 

Russ Henson - Secretary 

Sue Cowan - Treasurer 

 Thanks to the nominating committee for presenting an 
excellent line up for our October election!  If you have 
not had the opportunity to nominate/volunteer for any of 
these positions and would like to do so, please let me or 
one of the nominating committee know prior to our Sep-
tember Chapter meeing.  Thanks again to the nominating 
committee members, Tom Ferraro, Dick Flunker, Chuck 
Godber, Chuck Rehlin, and Dick Stephens. 

 Blue Skies, 

Susan 
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� EAA Chapter  1246    Annual Chili Cookoff�
� � � � � � by Patti Morris

Date:  Saturday,  October  21st

Time: Chili Setup: 10 AM    

Serving/Judging: 11 AM     
Place: McKinney Airpor t (TKI )  

If you are flying in to TKI, ask ground control for directions 
to the west MHOA (Mow-a) hangars.   They are in the 
north/west side of the airfield behind the fire station.  If 
you're driving in, turn left just before the fire station, which 
is the first building on your left as you enter the airport area. 
Follow the signs to the security gate entrance.   We will 
have gate attendants directing you to designated parking ar-
eas.  Visit our website at www.eaa1246.org and click on the 
link www.eaa1246.org/ktki.jpg for a detailed map to the 
MHOA hangar area. 

The theme this year is “BE CREATIVE and HAVE FUN"!!  Even though you may not consider yourself to be a 
good Chili cook we want to make this another FUN event so take the plunge and try your hand at cookin' up a 
big batch of “Red".   The more cooks the merrier, so come join in the fun!! 

All Chili should be cooked at home and brought to the event. There is electricity for crock pots, but if you have a 
camp stove,  you can bring it to keep your Chili warm.  Remember to bring a big serving spoon or ladle too. Be 
sure to name your Chili,  it adds to the FUN part.  To add a little mystery you can use a secret ingredient and 
have people guess what it is!   Even though Chili is a meat dish, by Texas definition, beans or vegetarian is OK, 
but no road (or runway) kill, please!!  Cooks should plan to make at least 12 - 8 oz. servings (2 to 2 1/2 quarts). 
More is very welcome because we always run out and never know exactly how many people to count on attend-
ing.  All Chili must be HOT and READY by 11 AM so we can harvest the samples for the judges. After that is 
done the eating will begin.  You will also get to be a judge and vote for your favorite Chili for the People's 
Choice Award.  Prizes will be awarded around 12:30 or so, whenever the judges reach their decision.  $ 4.00 will 
get you a bowl, spoon and a drink plus condiments, dessert and coffee. All Chili contestants will get two free 
bowls and drinks. The Chapter is furnishing utensils, condiments (crackers, Fritos, cheese, chopped  
onion, etc.) drinks, dessert and even antacids for those of you with finicky stomachs.  

We need volunteers to bring some dessert!! Call Patti Morris 972-378-5699, or email me at: 
               treasurer@eaa1246.org,
to volunteer to bring a dessert,  or if you need further information.  We will also need some volunteers to help 
with setup and cleanup too, so we'd appreciate anyone who can show up early or stay late to lend a hand. 

This is an all-weather event, rain or shine, flying’  or not.  So come on out! 

Look forward to seeing you there! 
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Timothy Smith 
972-679-0674 

email: timsmith@kw.com 

Member EAA 1246 - Ask about N9VW !  

Helping your D reams take flight !  

(Items in bold are Chapter  1246 events) 
  

  
Sep 9 Lufkin, TX. Fajita Fly In.  (KLFK) 

 Fajita Fly In on the 2nd Sat. of each month from 
10 AM - 2 PM.  Discount Fuel  Jack Porbeck 936 
674 6370, 

Sep 14 7:00 P.M. Chapter  Meeting   CCCC 
 Weather  Factors you Weren’ t Taught 
 Wayne Fink  

Sep 16 10:00 AM  Fly Out 
 Possum Kingdom (F35) Jackson’s Restaurant 

Sep 20  7:30 PM  Officer ’s Meeting  TKI  

Sep 22- 50th annual Tulsa Resional Fly-In 
       23 Bartlesville Municipal Airport (BVO) 
 wwwtuls@flyin.com  918-622-8400 

Sep 29- Centerville, Tx CRITTERS LODGE FLY IN. 
Dillard's Ranch. (TE01) 32 reserved parking 
$5.00; 22 acres free pasture parking.  Fri. dinner  
7PM. Breakfast 7:30AM, Lunch 12-1:30 SAT 
Dinner 7:00PM  dillard436@wmconnect.com 
Contact: Dillards 903 536 7000 

Oct 12       7:00 PMChapter  Meeting  CCCC  

  Kurt Sehernt  (Legend Aero - Cub) 

Oct 21 10:00 AM   Chap 168 Chili Cook off   TKI  

Oct 18 7:30 PM   Officers Meeting    TKI  

  

DR. STEPHAN M. KRAMER 
FLIGHT SURGEON 

AEROSPACE AND INTERNAL MEDICINE 
BOARD CERTIFIED - A.B.I.M. 

Federal Aviation Administration 

S enior Aviation Medical E x aminer -  Class 1 , 2 , or 3

ATP Rated Pilot ME L , S E L , S E S  

We specializ e in problem waiv ers, d enied , and  special issuance 

FA A  med icals

BY APPOINTMENT                    AVIATION MEDICAL CENTER 
 (972) 7319555                            7589 PRESTON ROAD  SUITE 750 
                FRISCO, TX 75034 

 LEARN TO FLY! TE X I N S FL YI N G  CL U B 

                       Private Pilot Ground School 

          Registration Sep 7th       Classes Start Sep 12th 

             Classes: Tues &  Thurs 6:30pm - 9:30pm 

                                McKinney Airport,   

                       Dick Stephens 972-517-1647 
                         dick@ stephens-family.net 
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5504 Democracy Dr. Ste 220 
Plano, TX 75024 
5837 Bassinghall Lane 

McKinney EAA Chapter 1246 Membership Application or Renewal 

  New Member:  or  R enewal:  

Name: 
          
Address: 

C ity:              State:         Z ip: 

Phone: Wk (        )                                Hm  (        )            

E -Mail Address:                                                              

*  E AA Number:     *  E xp. Date: 

Pilot/A& P R ating:             
       
Notes/C omments/Projects: 

Membership dues are $ 20 per year due J an 1.  
New memberships pro-rated to J an 1. Make 
checks payable to EAA Chapter 1246. 
Mail applications to: 
 Patti Morris 
 5504 Democracy Dr. Ste 220 
 Plano, TX   7 5024 
*  National E AA membership required.  
National E AA Offices: 
 E AA Aviation C enter 
 P.O.Box 308 6 
 Oshkosh, WI  549 03-308 6 

Chapter O fficers: 
Susan Wilson (President)   9 7 2-359 -057 8  
   President@ E AA1246.org 
Tom Mitchell (V ice President)   9 7 2-548 -8 48 8  
   V icePres@ E AA1246.org 
Tom Moore (Secretary)   214-49 1-8 48 1 
   Secretary@ E AA1246.org 
Patti Morris (Treasurer)     9 7 2-37 8 -569 9  
   Treasurer@ E AA1246.org 
Chapter Volunteers:
David &  Nita Bertram (Newsltr) 9 7 2-562-59 67  
    davnit@ comcast.net 
Dick Stephens (F light Advsr)   9 7 2-517 -1647  
Dave Bertram (F light Advsr)   9 7 2-562-59 67  
Mike Pollock (Tech C nslr)   9 7 2-530-8 400 
Ann Asberry (member Profile)   9 7 2-9 9 5-037 2 
C huck G odber (Bulletin Bd)    9 7 2-49 1-67 17  
David G odber (Bulletin Bd)    9 03-532-357 7  
J im Smith (F light-Out C o-   214-9 06-7 7 01 
 ordinator) 

 *  

September 

 *  

 *  


