Reason for Nomination: (attached to EAA Chapter 1246 Web Editor Award Entry Form)


The members and officers of EAA Chapter 1246 feel that Jim Smith should receive the First Place 2007 Web Editor Award for his work on the EAA Chapter 1246 website because it is the best EAA Chapter website you are likely to find.

1. – Functional Value to Chapter Members.  This website has everything a chapter member needs or wants at the click of a mouse button on the links at the left-hand side for any page selected – no need to return to a previous page.  Using the bottom link, “Member Signon,” chapter members can access special features, including a real-time database with contact information for all chapter members, searchable by name, location, or aircraft type.  This helps foster communication between chapter members by making it easy to find others that may live close by or fly/own the same type of aircraft.  Members can also update their own data whenever necessary.  The always current member database is also used by the officers for sending out mass e-mails and for creating mailing labels for the monthly chapter newsletter.

2. – Marketing Value for Attracting New Chapter and EAA Members.  In addition to the traditional paper forms for becoming a member, this website allows new members to join online and pay their dues through PayPal – an easy and convenient method for all.  Existing members can renew their annual memberships online as well.  The home page shows current information about upcoming chapter meetings and articles of interest.  Every page has a link to other EAA events, contact information, meeting directions, event photos, newsletters, builder’s projects, and other articles of interest.  Our “Greetings from the President” page provides compelling reasons for prospective members to join.  This website has extraordinary marketing value for the chapter.

3. – Promotion of EAA and Programs through the Chapter Website.  In its welcome on the home page and in its links to EAA National, AirVenture, and EAA Sport Pilot, this website endorses the spirit of EAA and points to EAA links as the place to go for more information about EAA and all of its special programs.

4. – Design and Presentation.  In spite of the fact that this website is chock-full of powerful features, it is intuitive and easy to navigate.  The layout is attractive and visually pleasing, encouraging the viewer to explore.  Photos of chapter activities abound, which convey a sense of excitement and vigor.  All the pictures are automatically sized to allow quick download times.

5. – Quality of Content.  The information on the website is kept current and relevant.  Scheduled events automatically disappear when their date has passed.  Viewers can subscribe to an RSS Event Feed that sends all the most recent chapter notices to the viewer’s browser for immediate display.  On a regular basis, chapter officers quickly and easily send e-mails to members (using the website’s administrative e-mail feature) about issues affecting them and the chapter.  Each week, a notice of upcoming EAA events is forwarded to all members through e-mail, using the website’s member database.  


This website must be fully explored to appreciate its quality and usefulness.  Below is a list of the many features that are included in the website, some of which are available only to the officers, but which give the website tremendous power and make it an invaluable tool for communicating with and meeting the needs of EAA Chapter 1246 members.  Feedback on the new website from our chapter members has been exceptional.  We are very grateful to our Web Editor, Jim Smith, for his dedication and extraordinary skill in developing the best EAA Chapter website in existence.

Attached below is a detailed list of the website’s features offered via the members and officers sections. 

EAA Chapter 1246 Website Features

The website is real-time database driven, controlled and updated by the chapter officers via an administration area. The website is not dependent upon one person (i.e. the webmaster) for content updates.

Website features available to the public:

Homepage:

· Welcome to visitors with an explanation of what EAA is all about.

· Announcements and pictures about the next monthly meeting.

· The latest chapter news.

· Aviation News and Special Interest items.

Greetings from the President:

· Sets forth the Chapter’s mission and extends a warm invitation for others to join.
Events (Chapter and Non-Chapter related):

· Database-driven aviation event announcements. Only current and future events are shown. Past events are automatically filtered out.

· Each event entry contains not only the description of the event, but also links to driving maps, sectional depictions, weather, airport directory information and even additional website information if available. 

RSS Event Feed:

· Utilizes the latest technologies to allow visitors to subscribe to our RSS feed about local EAA Chapter and Non-Chapter events.

Meeting Location:

· Detailed maps and directions to our monthly meeting.

Past Monthly Meetings:

· Displays and archive of our EAA Chapters monthly meetings, with details of the event.

Photo Gallery:

· Database-driven photo gallery using special programs to resize photos on command to any size or format needed. This allows thumbnail pictures of photos loaded to the website. Only one photo is needed, instead of multiple photo files with different sizes for each individual photo. 

· Users can also click on an automated slideshow for each set of events photos.

Project and Planes:

· Database-driven member project and aircraft reports. Allows multiple photos per project or aircraft with a personal message from the builder or pilot.

Newsletters:

· Listing of present and past Chapter 1246 Newsletters, each of which can be viewed in full color (.PDF format).

Classifieds:

· Allows members to buy and sell their aviation related items.

T-Shirts, Caps and More:

· A link to CafePress.com, which allows members or visitors to purchase a wide array of clothing and special items with a custom logo from our EAA chapter.

Become a Member:

· Allows prospective members to join our EAA chapter online and pay their chapter dues in advance using PayPal.com.

Pay Your Dues:

· Allows members to pay their dues directly to our EAA Chapter bank account through PayPal.com.

Chapter Officers:

· Displays photos of our current EAA Chapter Officers and special volunteers, along with their phone number and email address.

KTKI Current Conditions:

· Displays the current weather conditions and forecast for Collin County Regional Airport  (McKinney, TX) from NOAA and AccuWeather.com

Favorite Links:

· Database-driven list of helpful web-links, along with descriptions, separated by category.

Member Sign-on:

· Allows members and officers access to special sections of the website for more advanced features. These features include a member search engine to locate other members and the ability to update their own personal information and change their password.  Members also have the option to exclude their street address, phone number, and e-mail address from the member search feature if they so choose. 

· Officers automatically have access to a website administration area. This administration area allows officers to update member information, as well as membership, accounting, website content, and more.  These special officer functions are detailed below:

Website administration features available to the Officers:

After signing on with their email address and personal password, the website shows officers an “Administration” link on the homepage. Only officers have access to this admin area. The following are links available only to officers, with the exception of the member search feature:

Member Search:

· This link allows members and officers to search the EAA Chapter Member Roster database by a number of variables - Name, address, or aircraft/ project type.  Officers have access to additional search criteria.

Add a New Member:

· This link allows officers to add a new member to the chapter roster database.

Add a Dues Payment:

· This link allows officers to add dues payment information to the roster member database. Addition of dues payment automatically changes the status of individual members as to whether they are paid up for the year or not.  This, in turn, allows officers to quickly identify who is a paid-up member for inclusion in the monthly Newsletter mailing and who to remind of unpaid dues.

Email Members:

· This web page allows officers to create a custom email, which is sent to all selected members in the roster. Each email received by a member looks like a personal, individual email sent only to them. The page also shows all of the members in the roster. This allows the officers to select which members will receive the custom email. Also, all members who currently owe dues for the current year are shown in red. This makes it easy to identify members who need to pay their dues.

Slideshows:

· This link allows officers to create new event slideshows containing photos gathered by various members. These slideshows are stored in a database and the photos associated with the individual slideshows can be easily uploaded from the officer’s PC directly to the website.

Events:

· This link allows officers to add, update, or delete aviation-related chapter or non-chapter events, which are loaded to a database for viewing on the main website.

Aviation News:

· This link allows officers to add, update or delete aviation-related news articles to the news database, which are displayed on the Homepage of the main website.

Projects n’ Planes:

· This link allows officers to load articles and photos for members’ projects and aircraft. These articles and photos are shown on the main website. 

Favorite Links:

· This link allows officers to add new favorite website links to the links database. They can also add, update or delete link categories under which individual link is assigned.  Websites that are periodically featured in the Chapter newsletter are also added to the links database for future reference by the members.
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